
Verb Tenses Overview
64 of them, on a hypercube.

I + [to cook]

cook am cooking

have cooked have been cooking

am cooked am being cooked

have been cooked
have been

being cooked

cooked was cooking

had cooked had been cooking

was cooked was being cooked

had been cooked
had been

being cooked

will cook will be cooking

will have cooked will have been cooking

will be cooked will be being cooked

will have
been cooked

will have been
being cooked

would cook would be cooking

would have cooked
would have
been cooking

would be cooked
would be

being cooked

would have
been cooked

would have been
being cooked

do not cook am not cooking

have not cooked
have not

been cooking

am not cooked am not being cooked

have not
been cooked

have not been
being cooked

did not cook was not cooking

had not cooked
had not

been cooking

was not cooked
was not

being cooked

had not
been cooked

had not been
being cooked

will not cook
will not

be cooking

will not
have cooked

will not have
been cooking

will not
be cooked

will not be
being cooked

will not have
been cooked

will not have
been being cooked

would not cook
would not
be cooking

would not
have cooked

would not have
been cooking

would not
be cooked

would not be
being cooked

would not have
been cooked

would not have
been being cooked

How to use this? Say you want to form a sentence about cooking with “I” in subject and some weird tense.

1. Choose the basic tense from the “big” cubes:

start bottom-left (present)

→ to the past

↑ to the future

→↑ go conditional

↗ optionally go negative

2. Refine the choice by moving in the smaller cube:

start bottom left (imperfect active simple)

→ make the tense continuous

↑ make the tense perfect

↗ make the tense passive


